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“Snowmageddon” makes 
room for a “2.0akton”

The end of the school year is in sight, 
and I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you, as well as our faculty and 

staff, and our wonderful Oakton High School 
students for all the effort in making this year 
another very successful one.  By the time you 
read this final PTSA Newsletter, we will have 
completed AP and SOL testing and will be 
headed into final exams. In addition, I want 
to remind you that there 
are numerous events taking 
place in June, so please 
take a moment to review 
the Oakton website and 
plan to attend our many 
programs, awards ceremo-
nies, and concerts.
	 I also want to tell you 
about a new and exciting initiative that will 
take place June 21- 23. We will use the 
make-up snow days added by the school 
board to pilot an exciting new program 
called “2.Oakton.” This new program is 
intended to give students a head start for the 
coming school year.  We need your support 
for this opportunity that will contribute to your 
child’s success and to our culture of continu-
ous improvement at Oakton. 
	 Students perceive the end of the school 
year as the end of the book, a conclusion 
with little anticipation for a sequel.  In reality, 
the end of the school year is the end of a 
chapter; the journey continues.  As educators, 
we want to foster this perspective by help-
ing students to prepare for the next phase of 
their education.  The purpose of our end-of-
the-year plan is to identify and practice skills 
that are essential for success early in the 
coming school year.  Sessions will provide 
hands-on activities and modeling to introduce 

or reinforce these necessary skills.  Teachers 
will emphasize the expectations for summer 
assignments and guide students through prac-
tice activities.  Students will rotate through 
schedules geared to nurture all levels of learn-
ers including curriculum support in English, 
science, math, history, world languages, and 
electives courses.  
	 Students will choose nine different ses-

sions in which to participate 
over the course of the three 
days. Each of these sessions will 
last approximately 70 minutes, 
and classes will end at 11:15 
on each of those days. Since 
this is a pilot program, students 
will be surveyed at the end for 
their feedback on the effective-
ness of the program.

	 We are thrilled to pilot this program for 
FCPS because we have the opportunity to 
introduce students to their new classes and 
prepare them with tools to ensure their own 
success.  The time schedule and seminar of-
ferings will be posted on Oakton’s website. 
Please take a few minutes to familiarize your-
self with these opportunities and discuss them 
with your student.  Thank you in advance for 
your continued support.
	 Finally, Dianne Goins, the senior class 
administrator, and I would like to congratu-
late the class of 2010 and let them know how 
very proud we are of all their accomplish-
ments.  They have excelled academically, in 
the arts, on the courts and fields, and, most 
importantly, they have become outstanding 
young adults who have an opportunity to 
make a difference in the world.  We wish 
them every success!

John Banbury, Principal • john.banbury@fcps.edu

““We have the opportunity to 
introduce students to their new 
classes and prepare them with 
tools to ensure their own success.

IT’S A DATE

June 2010

June 12
Deadline for 2010-2011 Class Changes

June 12
OHS Band’s “Atlantic Odyssey”

June 13
Baccalaureate Ceremony for All Seniors

June 14
Graduation Rehearsal and Picnic for Seniors

June 17
Graduation and All-Night Grad Party

June 21-23
2.0akton

July 30
Physical Forms due for Fall Sports

OHS MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to provide equal access 
to all curricula by forming a partner-
ship with families, by communicating 
our expectations clearly and often, 

and utilizing the resources of FCPS in 
challenging all of Oakton’s students to 
achieve their academic and personal 

best.

OHS VISION STATEMENT
We agree that all students should 

have access to a rigorous educational 
experience, and we are dedicated to 

helping students achieve the individual 
goals that will strengthen their intel-

lectual, social, emotional, and physical 
development.  We understand that in 

order to lead youth, we must be willing 
to model a passion for lifelong learning 
and personal growth and development.

THE OAKTON ADMINISTRATION WOULD LIKE TO WISH A SAFE AND 
HAPPY SUMMER TO EVERYONE IN THE COUGAR FAMILY!



2 PTSA HAPPENINGS

Join PTSA now and support 2010-11 school year

The PTSA has met their goals of supporting all students 
at Oakton HS.  Through your memberships in both the 
PTSA and Academic Boosters we have been able to:

•	 Support our students by purchasing 
Planners for every student, subsidizing 
various clubs such as DECA, Model UN, 
Rocketry and Robotics, by financially 
helping some students attend field trips they 
would not be able to attend and paying 
for software used in the Career Center.  
Academic Boosters sponsors three Cougar 
Commendation Breakfast and treats during 
AP tests along with financial aid to various 
clubs.
•	 Support our teachers and staff through 
the mini-grant program, which allows them 
to grow in their profession and help the 
students, and through various appreciation 
breakfasts and lunches.
•	 Support our school by helping fund 
special projects such as a sound system in 
the auditorium and by subsidizing a charter 
bus for safe travel to a special sporting 
event.
•	 Support our parents by providing a 
monthly forum to discuss concerns with the 
school administration, publishing a school 
directory and providing funding for visits by 
Dr. Ciardi.

	 Our summer mailing will be sent home soon.  Please 
beat the rush, help us with our planning for next year, and 
join the PTSA now for the 2010/2011 school year.  The 
first couple days of school are filled with emergency care 
forms and other classroom forms.  Thank you in advance, 
for completing our forms now.  We do need a couple 
committee chairs especially Hospitality and Volunteers.  
Please look at the volunteer form in the summer mailing 

and indicate how you can help.  We have been fortunate 
to have many volunteers.  Thank you for stepping up.

	 We should all be aware of the FCPS budget that has 
finally been passed.  I understand money is tight for all.  
I anticipate our funding requests to increase next year.  
Your $15 PTSA membership truly goes a long way.  Any 
donations to Academic Boosters are greatly appreciated.  
As I have said before, so many groups at Oakton need to 
fundraise.  Membership is our only fundraiser.  Please help 
us.  Our budgets are available at our PTSA meetings.  If 
you would like a copy, email me.
	 Take a moment to look at the school directory we 
publish and imagine typing in those names and addresses.  
It is so much easier to make these updates during the 
summer, rather than the first week of school in order to 
meet a publishing deadline so the directories can be 
available at Back to School Night.  PLEASE complete this 
form promptly and mail it in.
	 Once again, thank you for another successful year at 
Oakton.  Senior events long in the planning stages are 
finally here!  The Baccalaureate Service, Sunday, June 
13, is a wonderful way to begin the graduation festivities 
for all graduating seniors.  Carol Byrne and her crew 
have been planning this event.  All Night Graduation 
Celebration, chaired by Paddi Lonnquest, will happen at 
Oakton on Thursday night, June 17.  I cannot even begin 
to thank all of these parents who have been working so 
hard, for so long to make these graduation festivities 
happen.  We still need more parents to help with All Night 
Graduation.
	 Thank you to John Banbury and Dianne Goins who 
work with us and are at every PTSA meeting keeping us 
informed and answering questions and concerns.
	 This class is special to me as I have a graduating senior 
and have seen so many of these students grow up.  I wish 
nothing but the best for all of them as they continue on 
their adventure of life.  
	 Have a safe and wonderful summer.

Pam Burke, PTSA President • pam.a.burke@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PTSA MAILING
Help is needed for the Annual PTSA mailing on Wednesday, June 9 at 9:30 in the library. This is our June membership mailing and many 

people are needed to assemble the mailing.  Please come for any amount of time you are available.  The mailing is typically completed before
 noon.  Thank you for your help!!  Any questions, please contact Val Smith, rasvms2@aol.com.
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Medicine pick-up must be completed by June 24
The school clinic is reminding parents and guardians 

that all medication stored in the clinic must be picked 
up no later than the student dismissal time on the last 

day of school.  Medication left in the clinic after that time 
will be discarded.  It is school policy that medications must 
be picked up by the parent or guardian.  Medication can-
not be sent home with your student.  However, with parent 
or guardian permission, a high school student may trans-
port over-the-counter medications to and from the school 
clinic.
	 Medication authorization forms for next school year 
may be obtained from the school or online at www.fcps.
edu/forms.htm .  A medication authorization form is re-
quired for any medication, prescription or over-the-counter, 
to be kept at school.  Please be sure medication orders 
are clear.  All information on the form must be completed.  
Part I must be signed and dated by the parent or guard-
ian.  Part II must be signed and dated by your physician.  
Over-the-counter medication given for headache, muscle 
pain, orthodontic pain, or menstrual cramps and antibiotic 

or anti-viral medication do not need a physician signature.  
More detailed information is available on the back of the 
medication authorization form.
	 Over-the-counter medication must be in the original 
container and clearly labeled by the parent or guardian.  
All prescription medication, including physician’s samples, 
must be labeled by the pharmacist or physician.  Please 
make sure that the label clearly states your student’s name, 
the name of the medication, the dosage of the medication, 
and the time interval for administration. 
	 If your child will be enrolled in a summer program 
sponsored by Fairfax County Public Schools, your existing 
long-term medication authorization form(s) may be used 
for the summer program.  Please let the clinic know if you 
would like a copy of the form(s).
	 Your cooperation will ensure that we can safely give 
your student his or her medication.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact your clinic room aide, Denise Lutz, at 
703-319-2734, or your school public health nurse, Tracey 
Paterno-Hardy, RN, BSN, at 703-319-2711.  

It’s Time to Resolve
Library Obligations
All student library obligations 
for lost and overdue books 
and printing fines should be 
resolved as soon as possible. 
Please ask your student to 
check with Ms. Cappel or Ms. 
Adams if he is unsure of his 
account status. 

Library Resources
Available Online
Online library resources will 
be available to students over 
the summer. Required pass-
words are available in the 
Oakton HS Library Blackboard 
course under the “Online 
Databases” button. Databases 
are web-based collections of 
material that support curricu-
lum and are purchased by the 
library. They have been filtered 
and evaluated by publishers, 
editors, and authors.

Books Are Brain Candy
Looking for a good book over 
the summer? Browse Good 
Reading on the Fairfax County 
Public Library website www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
goodreading.htm to locate 
your next favorite book. 

All Fairfax Reads
“The Art of Racing in the Rain” 
by Garth Stein was chosen for 
the seventh season of the “one 
book, one community” project. 
Every adult who lives, works, 
or goes to school in Fairfax 
County is invited to participate 
On Sept. 19 Garth Stein will 
appear at Fall for the Book 
at George Mason University. 
More information is available 
@ www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/events/allfxreads/. 

Find it @ Your OHS Library
	 Thank you PTSA members! 
	 For much of the year, members of the social 
studies department have received UpFront to 
use in our classes.  For those of you who aren’t 
familiar with UpFront, it is a news magazine 
published by the New York Times with a focus on 
making news accessible to high school students.  
The articles are very timely with their approach 
to current events, but they also revisit history - 
connecting events from the past with today.  The 
articles have been used with success in both 
self-contained Special Education and General 
Education level classes.   The students enjoy the 
articles, and the discussions that result are often 
lively and informative. 
	 It can be difficult to find material that encour-
ages all students to look at the world around 
them and is accessible to a variety of abilities.  
UpFront is a valuable resource that has been 
made possible by a mini-grant from the PTSA.
	 So THANK YOU, PTSA, for granting us the 
opportunity to have access to this resource which 
is appreciated by the teachers AND students! 

Mini-grant provides UpFront
Magazine for student



4 CAREER CENTER / ACTIVITIES

Virginia Private College Week: July 26-31
Virginia private colleges offer students a friendly, academic com-
munity where teaching comes first and students receive personal 
attention and mentoring.  In addition to visiting excellent private 
colleges in the state, you could SAVE money by participating 
in Virginia Private College Week!  If you visit at least three of 
the participating colleges (24 in total) during the week, you will 
receive three application fee waivers.  That means NO APPLI-
CATION FEE for three Virginia private colleges of your choice 
(approximate value is $100).  You do not need to register, but it 
is strongly recommended that you contact the schools you plan 
to visit.  You should pick up a passport at the first college you 
visit after completing the tour and have each college stamp your 
passport after you have completed your visits.  Then, simply mail 
your completed passport to the Council of Independent Colleges 
in Virginia to receive you fee waivers.  More information is avail-
able at http://www.cicv.org/pcw.htm.

College of William and Mary Summer Interviews – 
June 21-August 13
This summer, William and Mary is offering optional on-campus 
interviews for interested students.  Prospective applicants 
can provide admissions staff information on personal quali-
ties that cannot be expressed easily on paper.  The interviews 
are an evaluative, but optional, component to the admissions 
application.  Choosing not to pursue a campus interview 
will not put any student at a disadvantage in the application 
process.  For more information, see http://www.wm.edu/
admission/undergraduateadmission/applicationprocess/
summerinterviews/?svr=web.  
	
Family Connection and Blackboard
Students are encouraged to use Family Connection over the 
summer to continue with their post-secondary planning.  It is a 
great resource for career and college information.  The students’ 
Blackboard course listing will be available over the summer also.  
It may go through some renovation, but should be up and run-
ning for summer use.

Need a job?
Students who are looking for full- or part-time employment should 
check the Job Opportunities Boards located outside of the Guid-
ance Office.  Information is provided on employment opportuni-
ties in the community.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact 

the potential employer and make any necessary arrangements.
Volunteering/Community Service 
Are you encouraging your son or daughter to give back to their 
community by volunteering?  Volunteer Fairfax provides a mul-
titude of opportunities specifically for students.  To see a listing 
of current service opportunities, grants and awards for youth, 
advice on starting your own group project, go to: www.volun-
teerfairfax.org and look for the “Just for Youth” page.

Summer Plans for Students of All Ages
 The summer is an ideal time to begin or continue in planning for 
your future.  Whether you are just starting out and looking for 
potential career paths or have already made your “major” deci-
sion and are seeking the right college/university, use this time to 
cruise the web for all the information you need.  Information on 
several wonderful comprehensive websites is available in the Ca-
reer Center.  These sources provide information on interests and 
aptitudes needed for specific career, general career information, 
college searches, financial aid information and other topics of 
interest.  Also check out college/university websites.  Any and 
all the information you could possibly need about specific institu-
tions is included at these sites.
	 If possible, plan on visiting some universities during the sum-
mer months.  While the campuses won’t be as busy as during 
the regular school calendar, you can still get a good “feel” for 
what a college is like and whether it would be a good fit for 
you.  Plan on attending the information session and taking the 
campus tour.  You should also take the opportunity to talk with 
students to get their side of the story.
	 Use your free time to simply read and write.  Researchers 
say that the best way to prepare for college admission tests is to 
improve your vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writ-
ing skills.  Keep a journal, write those long overdue letters, and 
read, read, read.

Timely Tip - Parents Can Accompany College Visitors 
Free on Amtrak 
All aboard! Amtrak has partnered with Collegia to make visit-
ing campuses more affordable. Our “Buy one; get one 50% off” 
Campus Visit® Discount is the smart way for high school juniors 
and seniors to personally check out their top choices and make 
sure the college that looks so good in the brochure is really a 
good fit.  Limited restrictions do apply.  For additional informa-
tion, go to: http://www.campusvisit.com/amtrak/. 

Fall sports tryouts, sports physicals on schedule
 	 Tryouts for the fall season are scheduled to start Tuesday, 
Aug. 10 (Tuesday, Aug. 3 for golf). Fall sports include football, 
field hockey, girls volleyball, golf, cheerleading, and cross 
country.  Dance team tryouts were in May.  All athletes must be 
there for the tryouts. Please plan your family vacations accord-
ingly. All athletes must have a physical to participate in sports 
next year.  The physical is good for the entire school year for all 
three seasons of sports, but must be done after May 1, 2010 to 
be valid.  Physicals must be on the official VHSL form (available 
in the Activities Office, at www.vhsl.org, or www.oaktonathlet-
ics.org).  Physicals should be mailed to the Activities Office by 
July 30 for participation in fall sports. DO NOT GIVE THEM TO 

THE COACHES. Fall athletes will also need an Emergency Care 
Information form (available at oaktonathletics.org) that will be 
turned into the coach – please write the sport on the upper, right-
hand corner if you are sending it in with the physical.  Athletes 
will not be able to try out without these two forms.  Make a copy 
of the physical for your records before mailing it in.  If you have 
questions, call the Activities Office at 703-319-2760.  
	 There will be a mandatory fall sports tryouts walk-in registra-
tion on August 6 from 5-6 p.m. in the cafeteria.  At that time, 
fall coaches will confirm that all the correct paperwork has been 
turned in and will give out last-minute instructions about tryouts.
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News from the Art Department
On Thursday May 13th, the Oakton Art Department hosted a 
reception for the Oakton Pyramid Art Show.  This annual event 
featured outstanding art work from elementary, middle and high 
school students in the Oakton enrollment area.  The reception, 
held in the main lobby and adjacent Gallery area, was well 
attended by both students and parents, and the feedback was 
outstanding!  Thank you to everyone in the building for their 
support and assistance in making this year’s event a success!
	 The AP exams for both AP Studio Art and AP Art History 
have been completed, and the results will be mailed to each 
student directly this summer.  
	 We would like to thank all of our graduating student artists 
for their hard work and dedication to the visual arts over the 
past four years!  Best of luck in the future, and remember…don’t 
be strangers:  You are always welcome to contact the OHS Art 
Department and schedule a future visit in order to share your 
college art experiences.

News from Upper Level Japanese Classes
In the academic year 2009-10 the students in Japanese 5, 
Advanced 12th, and AP Japanese have been active both 
in classroom study and at various regional and national 
competitions.  
	 Most recently, Robin Parrish and Luca Traunero participated 
in the 2010 Modern Foreign Language Tournament.  It was held 
at South Lakes High School in April.  Robin won first place in 
Japanese Level 5 /AP in Dramatic Interpretation and Lucas won 
first place in Japanese Level 5 Interpretation of Prose and Poetry.  
	 Also, Liz Skerritt received a trophy and a certificate as 
the third place winner in the 2010 regional Haiku contest.  
The contest was organized by the Mid-Atlantic Association 
of Teachers of Japanese.  Her original Haiku was about the 
impression of fallen leaves in the autumn.  
	 Last but not least, the Japanese program would like to 
express its sincere appreciation to the parents for their invaluable 
support of their children in Japanese study.  And finally, for the 
seniors, we wish the very best in their future.    

Band Presents ‘Atlantic Odyssey’
Oakton High School Band’s spring concert on June 12 will 
include all of Oakton’s concert bands playing selected music 
showcasing all our talented students. Concert II, Concert I and 
Symphonic Band will perform, ending with the much anticipated 
debut of our newly commissioned piece “Atlantic Odyssey” 
by composer Philip Sparke. This celebration concert will be 
preceded by a spaghetti dinner and silent auction starting at 
5:30 pm, and the concert will follow at 7 pm. Bring your friends 
and family as this will most certainly be a night to remember.  
	 Ticket prices for this premier event will be $5 for admission, 
plus an additional $7 for the spaghetti dinner if desired. Tickets 
can be purchased ahead of time by contacting Betsy Tyskowski 
at etyskowski@cox.net
	 All proceeds from the sale of tickets will go toward the 
support of the band program in an effort to keep the program 
affordable to all students. 

News from Drama Department
It truly takes a village!! We have opened, closed and struck 
our musical of Anything Goes all within 4 days.  There is no 
way we could have held such a successful event without our 
amazing booster parents.  The support they give behind the 
scenes, in the lobby as well as at home with their little “stars” is 
just phenomenal. I cannot thank them enough for all their help 
throughout the rehearsal process and run of the show. 
	 The CAPPIES critics and awards program for high school 
theatre and journalism has just announced the nominees for 
this year.  We are so excited for Zak Goldberger who was 
nominated as “comic actor in a play” for his performance as 
Mrs. Caroll in “A Tisket, A Tasket, Four Dames and a Casket.”   
Chris Papas and Holly Kelly were both nominated for their 
outstanding writing as returning critics and our entire critic’s 
team was recognized for their work as well.  Awards will be 
held at the Kennedy Center on Sunday, June 13th.  Keep your 
fingers crossed!
	 Congratulations to Albert Anderson who received the Theatre 
Arts Department Award.  Albert has been an actor in 13 of our 
productions since his sophomore year.  He was nominated for 
a CAPPIE as a junior for his role as Ellerd in “The Foreigner” 
and stepped in as an understudy on more than one occasion, 
proving the saying “the show must go on.”   Albert will be 
continuing his studies as an actor at SUNY-Purchase in the fall, 
and I know there will be many more awards coming his way in 
the future.  
	 As we wind down, clean up and prepare for summer 
vacation, we are also looking ahead to next year.  We are 
reading plays and musicals and starting to think about what 
wonderful performances and creations we will have on our stage 
in 2011.  Thank you so much for your support throughout this 
year.  I couldn’t be more proud of the students and all their hard 
work throughout our season.  We have many seniors who are 
leaving us for college, and I know that the juniors are excited to 
take over and lead the department successfully next year.

Raising Awareness
An Oakton parent attended a meeting on May 26th, 2010, at 
NOVA entitled “The Perils of the College Drinking Culture.”  Both 
parents and students were in attendance.
 	 The panel was comprised of policemen [Chief David 
Rohrer, (FCPD) and Captain Susan H. Culin, Traffic Division 
Commander, (FCPD)], an Attorney for Fairfax County, Raymond 
F. Morrogh, a physician from INOVA Fairfax Hospital, Dr. 
Margaret Griffen--Chief of Trauma Services, a parent, Jeff Levy—
MADD, Board Member and Virginia College Parents President, 
whose student died, following drinking at a college party, and 
Diane Eckert, Student Safety and Wellness Office, Fx Co Public 
Schools.  It was a very informative evening.  We were shown 
the movie entitled “HAZE,” which really showed the depth of the 
drinking problem and culture which our teens are a part of. 
 	 Diane Eckert, an employee of FCPS was there to introduce 
the panel showing the counties strong interest in the topic.  
Permission was granted from Diane Eckert, for parents and 
individuals to download the link below for the 36 minute movie 
entitled “HAZE.”   This movie was made as a  tribute to Gordon 
Lynn Gordon Bailey Jr.. (“Gordie”) 
 	 http://www.snagfilms.com/films/title/haze/
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STUDENT ARRIVAL TIME - Seniors are expected to 
arrive at the Patriot Center one (1) hour early (at 8:30 a.m.) – 
appropriately dressed and carrying their caps and gowns.  

DRESS –Women should wear dresses or skirts and dress shoes 
(no sandals).  Men should wear white dress shirts, ties, dark 
dress trousers, dark socks, and dark shoes.  No sunglasses, san-
dals, athletic footwear or sneakers are to be worn.  NO ONE 
is to wear jeans.  Do not decorate or put signs on your caps or 
gowns.  Use common sense and defer the party attire and party 
attitude for the All Night Graduation Celebration.

DO NOT BRING PURSES, CAMERAS, OR ANY 
VALUABLE ITEMS WITH YOU.  Secured storage will 
not be provided.  You may keep one key on your person during 
the graduation ceremony.

BEHAVIOR – Appropriate behavior is expected by all 
participants and guests before, during, and after the ceremony.  
Inappropriate behavior or possession of any inappropriate items 
by participants or guests may result in the individual(s) being 
removed from the ceremony and the Patriot Center.

SECURITY – Members of the Patriot Center security staff will 
be stationed throughout the Patriot Center.  An orange security 
tag will be used for identification.  Graduation assistants will 
be stationed at the portals to provide general assistance when 
needed.  They, too, will be wearing tags.

TICKETS – Each student will receive 10 tickets for graduation 
at graduation rehearsal.  All persons entering the Patriot Center, 
excluding graduates, must have a ticket.  Students should see 
Mr. Comstock if more tickets will be needed. 

SEATING – It is suggested that your family and guests arrive 
together and early to make your seating selection.  The doors 
will open for parents at 8:30 a.m.  All seating is general ad-
mission except for seats reserved for the All Night Graduation 
Fundraiser – Patriot Package. 

SPECIAL NEEDS ACCESSIBILITY – Parking for guests 
with disabilities is located at the South and West entrances. Van 
accessible parking spaces are located adjacent to the South 
entrance. These spaces are well-marked with the universal handi-
capped symbol and are monitored by our staff. Please remember 
that all vehicles must display state-issued accessible parking tags 
or placards to park in these spaces. Curb cuts are adjacent to 
the accessible parking areas. Additionally, the West entrance 
has a drop-off location close to the entrance doors. All public en-
trances are at the street/concourse level. Guests with disabilities 
will find that there are no steps or ramps to maneuver in order to 
enter the arena. All entrance doors are monitored by our staff. 

	 An elevator is normally available for use in assisting guests 
with disabilities to access the arena floor. Elevator availability 
can be limited, however, depending upon the type and nature of 
a given event. 
	 Deaf and hard-of-hearing people should set themselves in the 
reserved seating area to the right of the stage when facing the 
podium. 
	 Wheelchair areas are available with one folding chair 
for one member of each family who wishes to sit in this area.  
(Since there is limited space for wheelchairs, please sit either in 
front of the wheelchair or behind it.)   The Patriot Center has a 
wheelchair that can be used to assist patrons to and from one 
location to another, but must be returned after each use rather 
than kept for the duration of the event, so that it is available for 
others’ use. 
	 Handicapped seating is available in rows F and G.  These 
rows are on the concourse level and do not require the handi-
capped person to climb any stairs.

CAMERA POLICY – Use of hand-held cameras and video 
cameras is allowed.  However, attendees may only film from 
their seats.  Standing in aisles or portals is prohibited.  Use of 
electrical cords or tripods with video cameras is also prohibited.

BALLOONS AND NOISE MAKERS – The Patriot 
Center does not allow helium balloons or air horns. 

FLOWERS FOR YOUR GRADUATE – The Patriot Cen-
ter will have a vendor selling flowers to attendees.

VIDEO OF GRADUATION – 
The graduation ceremony will be video taped and may be 
purchased directly from Memories – A Professional Videography 
Company.  Memories, 3966 Springfield Road, Glen Allen, Va  
23060, 804-273-9044.  Order forms available at graduation.

PROGRAM NOTE – The Graduation Program will list the 
names of the Honor Graduates based on the seventh semes-
ter grade point average (4.0 or higher).  However, all Honor 
Graduates (including those who have received a GPA of 4.0 or 
above by the end of the eighth semester) will be recognized at 
the graduation ceremony.  
	 Also, the Graduation Program will highlight students identi-
fied as potential AP Scholars, a designation determined by the 
College Board.  These are students who may have completed 3 
or more AP courses and scored an average of 3 or higher on all 
AP Exams. 

PHOTOS – Blanton Studios will take pictures of every senior 
who crosses the stage.  After graduation, they will send home a 
proof and order form.  Questions should be directed to Blanton 
Studios at 1-800-399-8044.

GRADUATION 2010 June 17, 2010 - 9:30 a.m.
Patriot Center
George Mason University
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Activities
www.oaktonathletics.org

Athletic Boosters
www.ohsathleticboosters.org

Bands
www.oaktonbands.com

Chorus
www.oaktonchorus.org

Cougar News
www.oaktonmedia.net

Crew
www.oaktoncrew.com

Drama
www.oaktondrama.org

Football
www.oaktonfootball.com

Ice Hockey Club
www.eteamz.com/OaktonVAHockey

Keep in Touch
www.fcps.edu/KIT

Lacrosse
www.oaktonlax.com

Newspaper
www.oaktonoutlook.com

Orchestra
www.ohsorchestras.org

PTSA
www.oaktonhsptsa.org

Yearbook
www.oaktonmedia.net
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